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Dear Parents and Supporters of Explorers! 

I am very excited to have your student in my class for their fourth grade experience!  I wanted to tell you 

a little about myself as we begin the year together. 

Several years ago, I began substitute teaching.  During this time, I discovered a passion for teaching and 

connecting with elementary students.  This motivated me to go back to school and pursue my teaching 

certificate in order to have my own classroom.  I was able to use my GI bill to complete a program 

called, “teacher Ready” at the University of West Florida.  I completed my student teaching under the 

watchful eye of Ms. Nobles at S.S. Dixon Intermediate.  I also obtained a certificate for teaching reading.  

Shortly after completing the program, I was fortunate to have two long term substitute positions, one in 

a fourth grade classroom and the other working extensively with children with Asperger Syndrome.  

Both experiences have proven priceless. 

This is the beginning of my seventh year of teaching and my sixth year teaching 4th grade.  I taught 5th 

grade during my first year at Pea ridge and was mentored by Mrs. Weber.  Last year, I applied and was 

accepted to serve as a STEAM Innovator teacher for PRE.  STEAM teachers receive additional training in 

science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics. We are tasked with mentoring to fellow 

teachers and allowing several observations to occur in our classrooms throughout the year.  I love to 

learn as well as teach! 

As I mentioned earlier, I was able to use my GI bill to return to school.  I retired from the United States 

Marine Corps after 22 years of service (starting as a private and retiring as a Lt. Colonel).  I enlisted 

shortly after high school and completed by bachelor’s degree in political science while I served.  I have 

served throughout the United States and have spent several years deployed.  I am married to Ron Colyer 

who currently works at NAS Whiting Field.  Our son, Andrew, is a freshman at UWF and a graduate of 

Pace High School. We are a dog family and love our miniature schnauzer, Indiana Jones, “The Dog of 

Adventure” (“Indy” for short).  In my down time, I enjoy walking, bike riding, golfing, gardening, my 

monthly book club and serving at my church. 

My desire is to foster a love of learning that follows our students throughout their lives.  I believe that it 

takes all three of us, (the student, the parents, and the teacher) doing our best to make this a successful 

year in learning.  Working together, as a team, we can foster within a student a desire and eagerness 

to learn, to ask questions, to seek answers, and to love the thrill of exploring! 

Please let me know if there are any questions or concerns that you might have or that arise as we 

progress through the year.  Thank you for allowing me to be part of your child’s educational 

experience! 

 

Sincerely- 

Mrs. Sue Colyer 

Pea Ridge Elementary School / 4th Grade  

850-995-3680 / colyerc@santarosa.k12.fl.us 
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